A. M., female aged 71, married, attended Mr. P. G. Doyne's clinic at Moorfields recently. She has always been healthy and has had healthy children before and after two miscarriages. Of eight children, one died at the age of 15. There is no history of any other member of the family having had an affection of the eyes resembling that of the patient.
The present condition was first noticed thirty years ago, and during that period the vision has been good, but it has deteriorated during the last year or so.
In the anterior two-thirds of the substantia propria of both cornede, there are a large number of whitish opacities, resembling small snow-flakes, disposed more closely in the pupillary area, and, in the left eye, showing a tendency to confluence in many places. The surfaces of both cornese are normally smooth, and the remaining parts of the eyes present no abnormality. Refraction shows a mixed astigmatism: right eye 6w, with correctionone letter; left eye A, only slightly improved. With reading glasses she can manage J6.
The condition is probably a hyaline degeneration of the cornea, which has been present for well over 30 years.
The condition is similar to " nodular opacity of the cornea " in that it is bilateral, anteriorly placed in the cornea, and in the configuration of the opacities [1]. The points of dissimilarity lie in the absence of the affection in other members of the family, the normal epithelial surface of the cornea, the very long history and slow progress, the greater depth of the opacities, and the sex of the patient.
Mr. Treacher Collins has [2] reteorded a somewhat similar case, but in that there were a few small vesicles on the cornes. The diagnosis was "nodular opacity." Dunbar Roy [3] has reported a case of corneal degeneration, the drawing of which closely resembles the condition in present case. He was able to pass a spatula under the edge of the opacities, which must, therefore, have been very superficial. He also states that several members of the family were similarly affected.
The stereoscopic photographs were taken by me at the Central London Eye Hospital.
It is through Mr. Doyne's kindness that I have been able to show this unusual case.
